
Champagne: Just saying the word brings to mind images 

of luxury and the good life. Popping open a bottle of 

bubbly is one of the great pleasures of the wine world, 

and Wine on the Road now offers you the opportunity to 

peek behind the curtain and experience first-hand what 

makes Champagne so special. 

 

Walk the vineyards and taste with the legendary people 

behind the wines that movie stars and royalty have 

always loved. Are you a fan of Taittinger? We will be 

hosted by Vitalie Taittinger, the lady on the winery’s 

now iconic poster. Love Veuve Clicquot? You’ll be 

thrilled to spend several hours tasting on the premises. 

 

Chateau les Crayeres, one of the top five-star hotels in 

the world, will be our base for the week. Special menus 

at Michelin-starred restaurants and authentic bistros are 

accompanied by specific Champagnes--and, often, the 

winemakers themselves--and feature everything from 

authentic local specialties like Ardennes ham and 

Chaource fromage to the finest haute cuisine in France. 

 

Visit acclaimed wine estates selected by Brian, Dan and 

Ben for their distinctive expressions of local terroir and 

culture. Experience up-close-and-personal time with well

-known winemakers and taste the results of their passion 

and effort. Between winery tours and tastings, prepare to 

be intrigued by local artisans. Join the locals in an 

evening stroll, sip coffee, and search out tasty snacks. Of 

course, there will always be time to enjoy Les Crayeres--

including the putting green on the front lawn--or even to 

simply enjoy a cocktail at Bar la Rotonde. Optional 

diversions during the week include a cooking course, a 

shopping tour focused on artisanal products, a hot-air 

balloon tour of the vineyards, and an afternoon at a 

luxurious spa. 

More on Chef Daniel Stern 
 

With an eye to the future, Daniel 

Stern updates traditional American 

flavors with a modern twist. 

 

A self-taught chef, Stern has spent 

his culinary career in America’s 

top kitchens.  He worked closely with the nation’s 

leading chefs – Rocco DiSpirito at Dava, Gray Kunz 

at the St. Regis Hotel, Daniel Boulud at Daniel, Jean-

Georges Vongerichten at Mercer Kitchen – and was 

executive chef at Le Bec-Fin in Philadelphia. 

 

Ready for restaurant kitchen(s) of his own, he 

launched Daniel Stern Restaurants in late 2005. In five 

years’ time, it would grow to include Gayle, Rae, 

MidAtlantic and R2L, culinary experiences that blend 

bold cuisine with dynamic spaces.  R2L’s sleek, 

sophisticated restaurant and private event venue soars 

37 floors above the city at Two Liberty Place and 

features world-class creative American cuisine. 

 

Chef Stern has received much 

acclaim, including: Food & Wine’s 

Best Restaurant Dish in Philadelphia 

in 2006 at Gayle; inclusion in 

Esquire’s Best New Restaurants 

2007 for Rae; recognition by Bon 

Appetit for one of the country’s Best 

Daily Specials in 2010 at 

MidAtlantic; and inclusion in Gayot.com’s list of Top 

10 New Restaurants in the U.S. for R2L in 2011. 
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Champagne Unfiltered 
Taste and Tour with Philadelphia-area wine 
writer and educator Brian Freedman, 
R2L’s chef-owner Daniel Stern and 
Chief Wine Sherpa Ben Weinberg 



More on Wine Sherpa Brian Freedman and Wine On The Road 
 

7ÉÎÅ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȟ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÍÅÌÉÅÒ "ÒÉÁÎ &ÒÅÅÄÍÁÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓ ÔÏ 7ÉÎÅ %ÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔȟ *ÏÈÎ -ÁÒÉÁÎÉ΄Ó 
6ÉÒÔÕÁÌ 'ÏÕÒÍÅÔȟ 0ÈÉÌÁÄÅÌÐÈÉÁ 3ÔÙÌÅ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ !ÆУÌÕÅÎÔ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅȢ (Å ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ÃÒÉÔÉÃ ÆÏÒ 
0ÈÉÌÁÄÅÌÐÈÉÁ 7ÅÅËÌÙȟ 3ÕÂÕÒÂÁÎ ,ÉÆÅ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÏÕÔÈ *ÅÒÓÅÙ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ 
ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÏÎ &ÏØ ςωͻÓ ͼ'ÏÏÄ $ÁÙ 0ÈÉÌÁÄÅÌÐÈÉÁȟͼ #ÏÍÃÁÓÔͻÓ ͼ9ÏÕÒ -ÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ #.ψȟͼ 
ÁÎÄ !"#χͻÓ ͼ6ÉÅ× &ÒÏÍ 4ÈÅ "ÁÙͼ ÉÎ 3ÁÎ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏȢ  (Å ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÈÉÌÁÄÅÌÐÈÉÁ 
!ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ ÆÏÒ #ÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÒÔȢ 
 

7ÉÎÅ /Î 4ÈÅ 2ÏÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ×ÉÎÅ ×ÒÉÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ #ÈÉÅÆ 7ÉÎÅ 3ÈÅÒÐÁ "ÅÎ 7ÅÉÎÂÅÒÇ 
ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÈÉÓ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ×ÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ×ÉÎÅÍÁËÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÓÔÁÔÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÏÆ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÏÕÓ ×ÉÎÅ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÓȢ  7ÉÎÅ 3ÈÅÒÐÁÓ ÌÅÁÄ ×ÉÎÅ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ ÏÎ 
ÔÏÕÒÓ ÏÆ 4ÕÓÃÁÎÙ ÁÎÄ 0ÉÅÄÍÏÎÔ ÉÎ )ÔÁÌÙȟ "ÕÒÇÕÎÄÙ ÁÎÄ #ÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅ ÉÎ &ÒÁÎÃÅȟ 3ÐÁÉÎȟ 
#ÈÉÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ .ÁÐÁ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  7ÉÎÅ /Î 4ÈÅ 2ÏÁÄȭÓ ςπρς 
#ÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅ 5ÎПÉÌÔÅÒÅÄ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÏÐ ×ÉÎÅÒÉÅÓȟ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÄÇÉÎÇÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
ÌÕØÕÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÓ Á×ÁÒÄ-×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÎÅȟ ÅØÑÕÉÓÉÔÅ ÄÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÅÒÉÏÒ ÌÏÄÇÉÎÇ 
ÉÎÔÏ Á ÏÎÅ-ÏÆ-Á-ËÉÎÄ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÅØÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ПÌÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ПÌÁÖÏÒȢ 
 

Champagne Unfiltered Tour Highlights (Preliminary Itinerary) 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υυɂ-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υφ 
/ÕÒ ÌÕØÕÒÙ 7ÉÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÁÄ ÃÏÁÃÈ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÙÏÕ ÁÔ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ ÄÅ 'ÁÕÌÌÅ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÌÏÄÇÉÎÇÓ ÁÔ ÒÅÎÏ×ÎÅÄȟ ПÉÖÅ-ÓÔÁÒ #ÈÁÔÅÁÕ ÌÅÓ #ÒÁÙÅÒÅÓȟ 
ÎÁÍÅÄ "ÅÓÔ (ÏÔÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ ÉÎ ςππςȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÓÅÔÔÌÉÎÇ ÉÎȟ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÄÏ×ÎÓÔÁÉÒÓ ÁÔ 
"ÒÁÓÓÅÒÉÅ ÌÅ *ÁÒÄÉÎȢ 7Å ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅÎ ÖÉÓÉÔ 4ÁÉÔÔÉÎÇÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ-Ï×ÎÅÄ 'ÒÁÎÄ -ÁÉÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÏÕÇÈÔ-ÁÆÔÅÒ ПÉÚÚ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÕÎÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ 6ÉÔÁÌÉÅ 

4ÁÉÔÔÉÎÇÅÒȢ  4Ï ×ÒÁÐ ÕÐ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÄÁÙ ×Å ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆÆ ÔÏ -ÏÅÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ $ÏÍ 0ÅÒÉÇÎÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ Á ÔÁÓÔÉÎÇ 
ÁÎÄ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ "ÏÎÖÉÌÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏǶÔÅ ÄÅ "ÌÁÎÃÓȢ 
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υχɂ4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υω 
4ÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î 2ÅÉÍÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ Á ÔÏÕÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÁÔ 6ÉÌÍÁÒÔ 
ÅÔ #ÉÅȢ ÉÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ #ÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅ 0ÏÍÍÅÒÙȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÃÁÖÅÓ ÈÏÌÄ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÔÈÁÎ Á ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÔÔÌÅÓȢ  7Å ÓÐÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÁÓÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 
3ÏÍÍÅÌÉÅÒ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÅ *ÁÍÅÓÓÅȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ×ÉÎÅ ÅØÐÅÒÔÓ ÉÎ &ÒÁÎÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÁÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ #ÁÆÅ ÄÕ 0ÁÌÁÉÓ ÉÎ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î 2ÅÉÍÓȢ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ 
"ÏÌÌÉÎÇÅÒ ÔÈÅÎ ÐÒÅÃÅÄÅÓ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÔÅÌȭÓ -ÉÃÈÅÌÉÎ 4ÈÒÅÅ-3ÔÁÒ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 
,ÅÓ #ÒÁÙÅÒÅÓȢ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÁÔ 6ÅÕÖÅ #ÌÉÃÑÕÏÔ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ --ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ Á 
ÑÕÉÃË ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î %ÐÅÒÎÁÙȩ--ÁÎÄ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ,ÅÓ !ÕÌÎÏÉÓȟ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ-ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 
ÈÏÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÇÏÒÇÅÏÕÓ ÃÈÁÔÅÁÕ ÎÏÔ ÆÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ %ÐÅÒÎÁÙȢ 

 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υϊɂ3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υϋ 
&ÒÉÄÁÙȭÓ ÆÏÃÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ-ÒÕÎ ÅÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÏÏÄ-ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ 0ÌÏÙÅÚ-
*ÁÃÑÕÅÍÁÒÔȢ ,ÕÎÃÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÉÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÔÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ #ÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅ *ÅÁÎ -ÉÌÁÎ ÉÎ 
/ÇÅÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ,ÁÅÔÉÔÉÁ "ÉÌÌÉÏÔ ÏÆ (Ȣ "ÉÌÌÉÏÔ &ÉÌÓȢ  /ÕÒ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÃÁÐÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ρψÔÈ-ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ #ÈÁÔÅÁÕ ÄÅ ÌÁ -ÁÒÑÕÅÔÔÅÒÉÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ #ÏÌÌÁÒÄ-0ÉÃÁÒÄ 
Ï×ÎÅÒ /ÌÉÖÉÅÒ #ÏÌÌÁÒÄ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄ 0ÉÎÏÔ -ÅÕÎÉÅÒ ÇÒÁÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÉÎÓ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÌÕÎÃÈȢ  /ÕÒ ПÉÎÁÌ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÉÌÌÅÓ $ÕÍÁÎÇÉÎ ÏÆ *Ȣ $ÕÍÁÎÇÉÎ &ÉÌÓȟ Á ÔÉÎÙ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÓ ÓÏÕÌÆÕÌ ÂÕÂÂÌÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅË ÔÏ Á ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ 
2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ,ÅÓ #ÒÁÙÅÒÅÓȢ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ υό 
/ÕÒ 7ÉÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÁÄ ÖÁÎ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ $Å'ÁÕÌÌÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÂÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÁÕ 
ÒÅÖÏÉÒ Ȣ  Ȣ  Ȣ   ÕÎÔÉÌ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÇÁÉÎȦ 

Taittingerôs 

Cellars 

Special 

Experiences 
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Brian Freedman 

in Champagne 

Incredible 

Les Crayeres 


